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The word of God is such a pre cious thing. I feel hon ored to be able to
teach it, preach it and live in it. It is a place of safety, a har bor of safety. It 
is a place where we can de pend on the Lord to an swer our needs and our

prayers. So the Church should be also. The prob lem co mes when Church groups 
are not that, through a Church split or the like. It is sup posed to be safe and it is
not, when peo ple are wounded and in jured, even leav ing the Church. They say
peo ple can not stand two Church splits in their life time. I’ve been through that
more than once my self. So, I’m a tes ti mony that there is some thing that I am still 
look ing for ward to. I love that song we sing that says, “I’m look ing for a city not
made with hands.” Where is that quote from? Abra ham. He was look ing for a
city not made with hands but made by his Fa ther in heaven. 

Is n’t that in ter est ing, a city. I never thought of my self as a city-dweller,
nor lik ing the ur ban en vi ron ment. I al ways thought the coun try boy would be
me, my self and John Den ver, what ever he was. I can tell you one thing. It has
taken me years to un der stand what God meant by “a city not built by hands.” A
place of safety, a sanc tu ary.

Back to Gen e sis

Now I’d like to go all the way back to Gen e sis, parts of chap ters one and
two, and talk about what God did there. In Gen e sis chap ter one I am al ways fas -
ci nated. It is not so much about how God did things, it is why God did things. It
does tell you what He did; He cre ated. He cre ated ev ery thing we know and love
to day. He put a breath into our lungs as we sang this morn ing. He did all kinds of 
things. You can find His cre ation any where you look. Whether it is through a
tele scope or a mi cro scope it does n’t re ally mat ter, you can find God; His cre -
ation speaks of God and who He is. But there is some thing more than that I’d
like to talk about this morn ing. Be cause af ter God was fin ished cre at ing the uni -
verse, it says He rested. How many know what the next thing He did af ter He
rested? In Gen e sis 2:8, it says that the first thing He did was to plant a gar den.
Why would the Lord need a gar den? What is a gar den?

Since this is the gar den ing sea son, we can re ally get into this. I be gan to
med i tate and to think about what a gar den is. A gar den is a place of beauty to me. 
It is a place you are try ing to make to be an ideal of some thing. You plant cer tain
flow ers here, first the smaller flow ers, then the big ger ones, then the shrubs and
trees. There may be a struc ture like a pond or statue. For mal gar dens have beau -
ti ful walks and all kinds of things placed for beauty in them. But, what is it that
man is try ing to cre ate when he cre ates a gar den? A place that is ideal, a place of
safety, a place where there are  no weeds. And when there is a weed it gets speed -
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ily picked up and thrown out into the com post. It becomes use ful there. If I were
to make an ideal gar den, it would be with out mos qui toes. Were there mos qui -
toes in the gar den of Eden? The orig i nal gar den God planted says it was east -
ward in Eden.

Gen. 2 8 The Lord God planted a gar den east ward in Eden, and there He
put the man whom He had formed. 9 And out of the ground the Lord God
made ev ery tree grow that is pleas ant to the sight and good for food.

Vi su ally pleas ant to sight and good for food. It had a pur pose to bring sus -
te nance to man. So the Church should be a gar den for us, a safe place, beau ti ful
to see and pleas ant for our eyes. But it should also be for good food. So that
means there are no rot ten ap ples. There are no worms to make ap ples rot ten. But
that Gar den in Eden was a won der ful place! The gar den that the Lord wants us
in and un der stand to day is to be even more than that.

The tree of life was also in the midst of the gar den, and the tree of the
knowl edge of good and evil.

Now we should all know the story. Things were n’t al ways so good in the
gar den but the best part of all was the Fa ther Him self showed up and fellow -
shipped with Adam and Eve in the cool of the day, ei ther in the morn ing or the
eve ning or both. 

It was n’t just a sin gu lar vis i ta tion of God. They ex pected to have re la tion -
ship with the Cre ator of the uni verse. Not just of the uni verse, but the Cre ator of
that gar den that was a bless ing to them in the midst of the uni verse! You don’t
have to be too smart to un der stand. When you go into Space, un less you are pro -
tected you are go ing to die. If you go be low the wa ter in scuba equip ment, the
first thing they teach you is that you should n’t be there. It is a dan ger ous place
for you to be.

But in a gar den it is a safe place to be. It is a place of rest and a place of
peace. And, by the way, the peace of God is NOT re place able by any thing. You
can not per haps do some thing that will re place Him. If you’ve lost the peace of
God, start look ing for God Him self, that re la tion ship you should have in the gar -
den with Him.

The story is that the gar den did have a pred a tor, as some Churches have
pred a tors, as some places and homes have pred a tors. Our homes should be a
gar den! I be lieve a lot of peo ple, at least Chris tian men and women, plant a gar -
den with the idea and the un der stand ing that it is an ex pres sion of who they are,
not some one who is vi o lent and wants their own way, but one who wants the
con cert of God’s cre ation in their yard and home. In your home, it does n’t have
to be flow ers. It could just be the way you ar range your fur ni ture. It could be the
way you get dressed in the morn ing, or put your clothes on. You are mak ing an
ex pres sion of who God wants you to be. 

In the gar den there was a prob lem even be fore the pred a tor showed up.
Adam did n’t un der stand his des tiny! We could ask, “How could he not? Be ing
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washed with the wa ter of the word, that is the Lord Him self, ev ery day.” Yet he
did not un der stand his des tiny. Most of us to day, even in the Church, don’t un -
der stand our des tiny. Our des tiny is n’t some how to eke our way through the cir -
cum stances of life, the tri als we’ve been talk ing about in the last three or four
weeks. But it is somehow to be in, and make, a place that is safe, not just for our -
selves but the peo ple we know. So our words should be safe words, not ones of
rid i cule or sar casm. So our thoughts should be weeded. So how do we think
about things? We should change ac cord ing to the word and text of the word of
God. It is good and not evil.

So the pred a tor en ters the gar den and what does he do? He says to Eve,
“You know there is the tree of the knowl edge of good and evil. You re ally do need
to eat of that tree.” The Fa ther had said to them al ready, “That’s not for  you.” It
is in ter est ing to note that at a cer tain fu ture time in his tory, it prob a bly is okay
for them to eat of it. If they had un der stood their des tiny, they would have
known that every tree that is in the gar den would even tu ally be theirs. But they
did not un der stand their des tiny and they were dis obe di ent to the voice and the
word of God! 

There are a lot of times we don’t un der stand. Some times we just need to
ac cept what God gives to us. Maybe we don’t un der stand it but the pro vi sion of
the gar den that He’s putt ing us (the Church) into is enough, the Church, the peo -
ple that we know and love here in this room. But also the word of God that is
planted in our hearts. The bi ble talks about this too. We can not just let these
plants grow “willy nilly.” We need to put the scrip ture into a place in our heart
where it is go ing to grow and be nur tured. Turn ing over the soil of our heart that
it might pros per. The word of God is go ing to go forth, but how much fruit it is
go ing to give is up to you!

The gar den of Eden had a gar dener, the Fa ther Him self who planted and
placed and sorted. How ever the gar den that you are in and the gar den that He
has for you in the Church and who you are as an in di vid ual and in your fam ily, it
is up to YOU to be the gar dener! With the help of the Lord Je sus Christ and the
Holy Spirit within you with out ex cep tion. There fore, you can’t just walk away
from your life and say, “What ever hap pens, hap pens. I’ll just try to do my best. I
will do what is right in my own eyes.” No. You will find you are not be ing a gar -
dener at all. You are be ing a trav eler and you don’t un der stand your des tiny.
Your des tiny is n’t just to be a passer-by, “I’m go ing to go view the gar den to -
day.” But, did you ever no tice when you are in a gar den, the first thing you look
for are the weeds? Did you ever no tice when you are in some one else’s house,
the first thing you think is, “Is that fur ni ture ar ranged cor rectly? Do I like the
cur tains?” How about the drive way or the car they are driv ing? All that has to
do with how they are placed and does it have that safe feel ing in your heart. It is -
n’t just ma te ri al ism. There is some thing about the peace of God that He’s try ing
to trans late into you, the peace that passes all un der stand ing. You as a gar dener
are try ing to ex press that to the world for all to see.
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So we can see that Sa tan had his way that day and Adam was ex pelled out
of the gar den with Eve. And, they were not al lowed to eat of the tree of life.
They have al ready eaten the tree of knowl edge of good and evil. But they were
not al lowed to eat of the tree of life. How ever, YOU are al lowed to day. You see
your des tiny as a hu man be ing, as Adam’s chil dren, was to have all of the fruit of 
the gar den even tu ally. It just has to be in the tim ing of God. I am re ally glad I’m
liv ing in His gar den, this year in this day. It does n’t mat ter if it is in New York
state. It does n’t mat ter who is in charge of the gov ern ment. That is be cause the
gar den that we are plant ing in is the one that God has planted us in, just as He
planted Adam in the gar den of Eden. He said, “Be fruit ful and mul ti ply.” And
Adam surely did. 

When Adam was kicked out of the gar den, child birth be came an other
story. It got in tensely worse. Now it took hard work and sweat to tend the gar den 
in this uni verse which God cre ated. Now there are mos qui toes! Now there are
plagues. Now there are pests. But God still wanted them to make a gar den. 

Let’s leave a the gar den for a min ute to do a con trast. The op po site of the
gar den is the wil der ness. I like a wil der ness as much as any one. When I looked
at Mount Mc Kin ley, the na tional park, I see the to tal wild ness of it, griz zly bear,
moose, golden ea gles, bald ea gles, wolves, etc. There is only one road in and
one road out. Only buses can go in there and a ranger. But you can park out side
and they drive you in. When I see that and the beauty and the na ture of cre ation
of God, I see what God is try ing to ex press there, but it is still a wil der ness.

In the bi ble when it uses the word wil der ness it is re fer ring to a par tic u lar
type of wil der ness, more a desert wil der ness. There is life there but it is a pretty
dan ger ous place. You would n’t live very long with out shade, shel ter and a lot of
wa ter. It is not a gar den. It is not a safe place for you. You would n’t want to make 
your home there un less you had air-con di tion ing and a lot of wa ter, elec tric ity,
etc., as they do in Ar i zona.But in con trast to the gar den, the wil der ness is the to -
tal lack of pro vi sion. God wants you in a place where He can pro vide for you,
but some times He will put you in the wil der ness! Oh I don’t want to hear that.
What does the scrip ture say about that? It says, “God will pre pare a ta ble for
you in the wil der ness.” Re mem ber that scrip ture? What does that mean ex cept
that He has given you a des tiny whether to find your self in a for mal gar den or a
messed up gar den, or wher ever you may find your self, even in a wil der ness. His
pro vi sion is go ing to be there for you! Even in the wil der ness His pro vi sion is
go ing to be there for you. 

Now, Je sus knew that. That is where the “temp ta tion of Christ” was. 

Sa tan tempts Je sus

Don’t try to go into the wil der ness on your own ini tia tive un til you’ve
been bap tized in the Holy Spirit. You don’t be long there. It is not a safe place for
you. Okay, when you are bap tized in wa ter, when you’re bap tized in the Spirit;
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you are ready to go. You have all of the tools you need when you have the Holy
Spirit. 

Mattthew 4 1Then Je sus was led up by the (Holy) Spirit into the wil der ness . 
. .

Not a gar den this time.

 . . . to be tempted by the devil.

This temp ta tion, Je sus had al ready dealt with. It just had to be ver bal ized,
to be played out. But, Je sus al ready knew His des tiny. 

2 And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, af ter ward He was
hun gry.

If any body knows about fast ing, if you’ve fasted for 40 days and nights,
you lose your ap pe tite al to gether. But for some rea son Je sus be came hun gry.
Now when the tempter came . . .

3 Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God,
com mand that these stones be come bread.”

Je sus knew who the tempter was but there is a temp ta tion that co mes to us 
not as a rat tle snake or in a snake form, but it co mes as a thought. “Well, you’re
hun gry, so why don’t you make these stones into bread?” Je sus al ready knew
His des tiny. His des tiny was n’t just to have a nat u ral pro vi sion. His pro vi sion
was go ing to be from God and the Holy Spirit.

4 But He an swered and said, “It is writ ten, ‘Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by ev ery word that pro ceeds from the mouth of God.’ ”

So He is right there! This is an easy-peasy kind of temp ta tion for Je sus.
Maybe not for us, but for our Lord. 

5 Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pin na cle of
the tem ple, 6 and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Your self
down. For it is writ ten:
‘He shall give His an gels charge over you,’ and,
‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a
stone.’ ”

An other words, Je sus was not go ing to get hurt. He could have said,
“That’s re ally good. I don’t have to worry about things. This is my life in sur ance
pol icy.”

7 Je sus said to him, “It is writ ten again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your
God.’ ”

Then the devil man i fested him self more openly.
8 Again, the devil took Him up on an ex ceed ingly high moun tain, and
showed Him all the king doms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to
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Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and wor ship
me.”

Now he iden ti fies him self and gives Him the op tion of a FALSE des tiny.
He gives Je sus an idea of some thing He could ac tu ally come into but was not
His des tiny to do so. He was cer tainly able to be up held by the an gels. He could
cer tainly trust in the Lord, but it would never be to serve a false god. It would
never be to serve His own in ter est. It would never be just to keep Him fed, or
Him from be ing hurt. It would never be for just Him self to have power. That was 
not His des tiny! Nei ther is it ours. It says then that the devil left Him. An other
ver sion says the devil left Him for a sea son.

11 Then the devil left Him, and be hold, an gels came and min is tered to Him.

So, where was Je sus tested? He was n’t tested in the Church gar den. He
was n’t tested in a place of safety like the gar den of Eden where all the plants
were there for Him and He did n’t have to worry about His next meal. He was
tested in the wil der ness.

10 Then Je sus said to him, “Away with you, Sa tan! For it is writ ten, ‘You
shall wor ship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ”

The devil left Him and the an gels min is tered to Him. 

In ter est ingly the next temp ta tion we find the Lord in, is back in a gar den.
In fact, the great est temp ta tion was there. The one in the wil der ness was per haps 
not that big of a deal. But here is an other story in the gar den of Geth sema ne.
When I thought about this, I tried to find out what kind of gar den  it might have
been. Was it pub lic, pri vate? I could n’t find the his tor i cal con text any where, but
it was a gar den. 

The Prayer in the Gar den
“Temp ta tion” with Pro vi sion

Mark 24 32 Then they came to a place which was named Geth sema ne; and
He said to His dis ci ples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 And He took Pe ter,
James, and John with Him, and He be gan to be trou bled and deeply dis -
tressed. 34 Then He said to them, “My soul is ex ceed ingly sor row ful, even to 
death. Stay here and watch.”

That was not the case in the wil der ness but it was here.

Luke 22 39 Com ing out, He went to the Mount of Ol ives, as He was ac cus -
tomed, and His dis ci ples also fol lowed Him. 40 When He came to the place,
He said to them, “Pray that you may not en ter into temp ta tion.”

It was a spe cial place Je sus had where He would kneel and pray and have
a con ver sa tion with the Fa ther. In ter est ingly this temp ta tion was so very sor row -
ful for Je sus. I’ve thought about this a lot not just in pre par ing for this teach ing. I 
find my self in the place of choos ing des ti nies also. “God (through the Holy
Spirit) do You re ally think I should do this or that?” Let me tell you, when the
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real sor row co mes, it is n’t be cause of the cir cum stances I face. I’ve been in some 
pretty rough cir cum stances. I’ve been in some pretty tight places with my body,
with dis ease, kid ney stones, can cer. But, the deep est sor row I’ve ex pe ri enced in
my life is in a be trayal. 

I be lieve in my opin ion, this deep est sor row that Je sus had, “I am ex ceed -
ingly sor row ful even to the point of death,” was n’t the fact that He was go ing to
die for our sins only. But, more im por tantly, to me, is that His dis ci ples would
leave Him. And, one of them would be tray Him. And, they would be tray Him,
not in the wil der ness but in a safe place, the gar den. They would be bring ing
some thing into the gar den that did n’t be long there. Je sus knew what it was like
to be in a gar den and its gar dener. He knew the weeds did n’t be long in the gar -
den. 

Mark 14 34”Stay here and watch with Me.” 
35 He went a lit tle far ther, and fell on the ground, and prayed that if it were
pos si ble, the hour might pass from Him.

That is the cru ci fix ion, the be tray als, all those things that were ahead of
Him in the next few hours.

36 And He said, “Abba, Fa ther, all things are pos si ble for You. Take this
cup away from Me; nev er the less, not what I will, but what You will.”

An other words, not my des tiny on my own but I choose the one YOU
have given to me. Are you will ing to go down this road? Most of us could prob a -
bly get through most of what was go ing on in the wil der ness/desert. But in the
gar den of Geth sema ne, where things are sup posed to be safe, are you will ing to
fol low the lead ing of the Holy Spirit to a place that is not a good place for you
per son ally? 

37 Then He came and found them sleep ing . . .

They are sleep ing be cause it is so sor row ful for them.

Could you not watch one hour? 38 Watch and pray, lest you en ter into temp -
ta tion. The spirit in deed is will ing, but the flesh is weak.”

Again, the spirit is will ing but the flesh is weak. Rec og nize right up front
when you are tempted in the gar den, your spirit is will ing. You are will ing to go
there. “Amen, I can do this.” But your flesh is weak. We need to die to that, to
walk away from our flesh. 

39 Again He went away and prayed, and spoke the same words. 40 And when 
He re turned, He found them asleep again

That was twice now. And lastly . . . 

41 Then He came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleep ing and 
rest ing? It is enough! The hour has come; be hold, the Son of Man is be ing
be trayed into the hands of sin ners.
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The Son of Man is be ing be trayed by His dis ci ples! In the gar den, a place
where He is the gar dener, a place where He had picked out, where He was ac cus -
tomed to be ing with the Fa ther and not be ing as saulted by any thing or any one.
There the en emy co mes to Him! Through the be trayal of His dis ci ple! What a
sad thing to face. The heart of the Lord must have bro ken. 

 42 Rise, let us be go ing. See, My be trayer is at hand.”

See, this is n’t a safe place for us any more. “But I have a des tiny and I
know what it is. I am go ing to it.” In Luke’s ren di tion . . .

Luke 22 41 And He was with drawn from them about a stone’s throw, and He 
knelt down and prayed, 42 say ing, “Fa ther, if it is Your will, take this cup
away from Me; nev er the less not My will, but Yours, be done.”

Most of us know that verse be cause that is what we do with who we are
when we know we have to change. “Not my will, but Yours be done.” We face
that place where no mat ter how much con trol we have, no mat ter how good the
gar den looks, no mat ter how much food we have, it is not enough. We have no
one to turn to but the Fa ther in heaven. 

43 Then an an gel ap peared to Him from heaven, strength en ing Him.

You might try to “guts it out,” “white knuckle.” “I can get through this.”
But yield to the Holy Spirit! Let Him min is ter in ev ery way pos si ble to you.
Most of the time He will an swer your prayers in the word of God and/or by a
word of ex hor ta tion from your brother or sis ter, some body you may not even
know that would en cour age you.

44 And be ing in ag ony, He prayed more ear nestly. Then His sweat be came
like great drops of blood fall ing down to the ground.

That’s pretty in tense prayer, pretty in tense sor row. 
45 When He rose up from prayer, and had come to His dis ci ples, He found
them sleep ing from sor row.

Your friends, the ones who are sup posed to be hold ing you up, FAIL you!
Has that ever hap pened to you? The ones in your prayer group for got to pray for
you. Your spouse, wife, hus band are not do ing what they are sup posed to be do -
ing. What do you do? You en cour age them!

46 . . . “Rise and pray, lest you en ter into temp ta tion.”

Sum mary

So let me sum ma rize this idea of the gar den, the idea of walk ing through
the wil der ness.

 1)  To day your gar den is in the cir cum stances and tri als you face. That is
part of your gar den and you are the gar dener. You need to be there. You need to
be there in the word of God, filled with the Holy Spirit, a Man and Woman of
God. That is your des tiny. It is not your des tiny to run away. It is not your des -
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tiny to be JUST on the de fen sive. When you hold that shield of faith up, make
sure your sword is ready at hand. The sword is the word of God. The word of
God is what you’ve been plant ing and nur tur ing as a flower in the gar den all
along.

You are not go ing to nur ture por nog ra phy. You are not go ing to nur ture
ma te ri al ism. You are not go ing to nur ture those weeds that are in your gar den. If
they start to choke out what God has put in there, you weed them out! You take
them out of your life. You choose not to do what you have been do ing. Even
some of the good things may turn sour and stale. He has cre ated us new crea tures 
in Christ, ev ery morn ing. That’s good. In spring time a new gar den should speak
to us of the new ness that God has for us.

  2)  The pro vi sion and the love of God will al ways be there for you no
mat ter where you are, wil der ness or gar den. The pro vi sion and the love of God
will al ways be there. Why did God make that first gar den? for Him self? For an
ex pres sion of who He was surely, but also for Adam and for him to know that it
was God who loved him first, not his cre ation but God Him self. The cir cum -
stances and the tri als you face are to let you know that God will pro vide for you
and that God loves you. His love will never fail! Perfect love, in ci den tally, casts
away ALL fear, casts it away. Fear is a weed that can grow deep rooted in your
life. If it is still there, dig it out. It is go ing to take some ef fort at times be cause
the roots go deep. The root of bit ter ness es pe cially. Take the shovel, the spade
and get down in there. Take it out of your life and re place it with some thing.
With what? The love of God, the mercy, His kind ness that you know.

Over and over again King Da vid re minds him self in the Psalms, “Re -
mem ber what the Lord has done. Re mem ber how He saved us and how He saved 
me from the lion and the bear.” Da vid knows the good ness of God. Re mind
your self of that good ness; don’t walk away. Don’t flinch at the devil. Pre pare
your self with the shield of faith. Faith is n’t some thing say ing, “I can do this.”
Faith is what Je sus did at the cross, pro tec tion by the blood of the Lamb. The
word of His tes ti mony that it is go ing to be strong enough for you. The darts of
the evil one will not get through that. 

  3)  He will never leave you or for sake you. Not only will He not leave
you but He will never be tray you. There is a lot of stuff in our lives that we don’t
want peo ple to know. Let’s get real. There are thoughts the en emy puts into our
life that we need to weed out no mat ter how spir i tual you are, or how ma ture a
Chris tian you are, there are times when you just have to say, “Oh, I know where
that thought is com ing from.” You take that thought and you throw it away. You
pur posely think about those things which are of good re port, not the things that
are evil. 

  4)  We are called  not just to be de fend ers of the faith, but we are called to
be a threat against the gates of hell! Your des tiny is not just to be a de fender, but
you are called to be a THREAT against the gates of hell. Take over the ter ri tory
which the en emy has taken from you and from oth ers. When you bring some -
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body to the Lord that prop erty be longed to the en emy. Now it be longs to Je sus.
That’s a good thing. When Frank lin Gra ham goes into a place and gives the al ter 
call and many are saved, he tweeted yes ter day, “I’m re ally happy with all the
peo ple who came to the Lord and com mit ted their selves to Christ in Ver mont
and New Hamp shire yesterday. Pray for them.” I’m pray ing for them. Yeah, it is 
a good thing. That was ter ri tory that be longed to the en emy. Now it be longs to
God!

There are many men and women who are in col lege, and some who are
not,  that are turn ing on to Je sus in a way that we did not an tic i pate. When they
sing these new songs we can see the glory of God de scend ing upon them; these
kids are re ally joy ful in the Lord. Many of them be longed to the en emy. Now
they be long to God. We need to keep them in our prayers. Our des tiny is to be
their prayer war riors. Our des tiny is to be Men and Women of God, not fear ful
of the desert place of the wil der ness. But rather, when once you are there,
“Okay, where is my next vic tim? Which snake do I need to kill and de stroy and to 
drive away?”

I heard some one say the other day, “Well, it could be just a nat u ral thing
or spir i tual.” Well, al most ev ery thing has a spir i tual com po nent. More times
than not they have a spir i tual com po nent. The en emy is hard at work in ev ery
way he can to change us, to rob us of our des tiny, to make our prayers use less in
our life. So what should you be do ing? You should be weed ing your gar den,
your men tal gar den, tak ing care of your self, feed ing your self with the wa ter of
the word. What does it say about hus bands? You should be wash ing your wife
with the wa ter of the word. You should be do ing that to your self as well! If you
are do ing it just for your wife, you are miss ing a ma jor com po nent. Care for the
gar den. Be the gar dener. Be a gar dener.

By the way, en joy the gar den too. It was beau ti ful to the sight, the gar den
of Eden, and it was also able to pro vide ev ery thing that they needed as their pro -
vi sion. So your life should be. The older you get the more you should have pro -
vi sion for oth ers, phys i cally and spir i tu ally. You should not be a place of
pov erty but one of wealth to give away what God has given to you. Maybe it is
just an ex hor ta tion but those ex hor ta tions flow from your mouth. Maybe it is a
proph ecy. Don’t har bor them in. That’s part of the flowers in the gar den, the pro -
phetic gifts. Part of the flow ers and the trees in the gar den are the ex hor ta tions.
Part of the flow ers is the smile on your face as you greet one an other! It is no
small thing. If we all came in here with sour looks on our face, I would n’t stay
here long. I’d plant an other Church.

But there is the love of God in your smile. The love of God is in fec tious.
It is like leaven. You put a lit tle bit in and it leav ens the whole loaf! That’s your
job in the gar den, not to just gar den but BE the gar dener. En joy the safety of the
gar den, the pro vi sion within.
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Con clu sion

I’m go ing to end with one scrip ture. There are a lot of scrip tures that
would fit with this topic. But the one I want to point out is be cause it is one the
en emy seems to be win ning at a lot more than he should. I want to take the prop -
erty back that be longs to God. 

2 Co rin thi ans 10 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war ac cord -
ing to the flesh.

An other words we may have to live in this body for a pe riod of time. We
do not war against the flesh.

4 For the weap ons of our war fare are not car nal (or fleshly) but mighty in
God for pull ing down strong holds . . .

That is spir i tual things.

 5 . . . cast ing down ar gu ments . . .

An ar gu ment is a thought, a thought pro cess

. . . and ev ery high thing that ex alts it self against the knowl edge of God

So the next time you watch a news cast, next time you hear a phi los o phy,
judge it ac cord ing to this word. Is it putt ing it self be fore the knowl edge of God.
Be cause the most im por tant thing in my life is to know God, the knowl edge of
God. If it is com ing be tween me and that, whether it is fear, bit ter ness or any
other such phi los o phy or thing in my life, I’m go ing to WEED it out. I’m go ing
to try and get its root and get it out of there. If it is com ing back and I need help,
I’ll go to coun sel ing or go to my brother, my sis ter. I’ll share it at home group.
I’ll share it with the body of Christ which is a gar den of safety that it is in tended
to be. 

. . . our war fare are not car nal but mighty in God for pull ing down strong -
holds, 5 cast ing down ar gu ments and ev ery high thing that ex alts it self
against the knowl edge of God, bring ing ev ery thought into cap tiv ity to the
obe di ence of Christ . . .

O Lord, give me help and the Holy Spirit to do that. “Well, how are you
do ing?” “Ev ery thought? Re ally?” “Yes.” Here’s the con dem na tion of the en -
emy, “That thought is there. It is  yours. It came from you.” Well it is not nec es -
sar ily true. Thoughts can come from the en emy him self. Thoughts can come
from any where. If it is there and you don’t want it, you don’t have to have it.
You don’t have to play it out. You don’t have to think about what the cir cum -
stance of that thought would be. If it is not God, throw it away!

. . . bring ing ev ery thought into cap tiv ity to the obe di ence of Christ . . .

 What does that mean? That Christ is the one who judges whether we are
go ing to be obe di ent or not. 
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6 and be ing ready to pun ish all dis obe di ence when your obe di ence is ful -
filled.

So you are not even ca pa ble of judg ing other peo ple or things around you
un less you start with your self, on the thoughts in your life. Whether you be lieve
in eter nal grace and mercy is not re ally the is sue here in the scrip ture. It is the
thoughts that come to you that I’m talk ing about, whether you have a full ness of
that grace or not.

Now in my life, I know that the grace of God is to tally, com pletely suf fi -
cient. His lovingkindness is to tally, com pletely suf fi cient. I know that the en -
emy has noth ing in me. When I go be fore the judg ment seat of Christ I only have 
to say, “Oh, by the way, I be long here be cause I be lieve in You with out res er va -
tion. It is n’t some how con jured up by the doc trine I be lieve in be cause I know
You, Lord Je sus, per son ally.” I don’t have to worry about the con dem na tion of
the en emy. So any thing that co mes against me to bring some guilt against me, I
just hand it over to the Lord and say, “Lord, I don’t even know how to han dle
this.” The Holy Spirit will fill me and maybe give me a word, maybe not. But
what ever hap pens, I know there will be the good ness, and the grace and the
mercy of Christ. 

But even in the con text of all those tri als, in all those cir cum stances that I
might face, thoughts and neg a tive thoughts could come to me even in a pro -
phetic sense. There was a time when I was in New Paltz and there was this one
brother who re jected the Holy Spirit. He walked away from the con cept of be ing 
filled with the Spirit and he said, “The Holy Spirit does n’t move like that to day.
That was dispensational.” As he came against me per son ally, it was in ter est ing.
I went to my wood pile and there was this huge, huge spi der in the wood pile. I
just killed it. And I heard this small voice, “So your en e mies shall be to you.”
Now, wait a min ute. There may be an el e ment of truth to that but there was
some thing in there that was not good. Right? There was some thing wrong. My
heart is not to kill, mur der or de stroy even the things I might like to. It is only
God who brings His judg ment upon the earth. So when that word came to me I
say to my self, “Fine, Lord, for You to do so. But keep that away from me, thank
You. I ap pre ci ate Your pro tec tion and Your pro vi sion through the cir cum stance
(which did even tu ally hap pen) but I pray for this brother that he would not be
de stroyed but that he would come back to the Lord.” So you can see that ev ery
thought, ev ery doc trine should be judged ac cord ing to the word of God and the
heart of the Fa ther who is in heaven.

And so my gar den pros pered. The brother, at this point, has n’t pros pered.
But I am about in this life to mark my des tiny in this world, to plant a safe gar -
den. Is it go ing to be per fect through my do ing? No. But it will be in the grace
and mercy of Christ be cause His word is where I rest and my heart is pure. It is
re ally nice when I come up here. I love be ing a bi ble teacher. I’m not a teacher of 
any doc trine. I am a teacher of bib li cal doc trine and that only. This is a safe
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place; the word of God is awe some. It brings forth power that is a shield of faith
where we can come against the en emy and take back the ground. Amen.

So, for the last few weeks we’ve been tak ing you through how to deal
with tri als and trib u la tions. Now He is say ing, “YOU HAVE A DESTINY!”
That is above all those tri als and trib u la tions. Whether you are go ing to step into
that des tiny or not is your choice. The rea son I know that is be cause of Gid eon.
Only 300 men were able to take up their spears and do what God wanted them to
do. The rest fol lowed but there were only 300 men he took into bat tle. So if you
don’t want to go to be a war rior, I’m giv ing you the op tion out. But I have a feel -
ing that most of you are. I have a feel ing the Holy Spirit has put on this fel low -
ship some thing that is go ing to be dif fer ent from oth ers. That is be cause  we’ve
win nowed down to a few, so maybe we are the ones to go into the spir i tual bat -
tle. Our prayers on Fri day nights, our prayers in home group, our prayers in our
prayer closet, prayers in the gar den in our homes, the bat tles should be there. Is -
n’t that good?

Fa ther, we thank You for go ing be fore us. Lord, we rec og nize that we don’t 
re ally want our own de sires but we want the des tiny You have for us. We
rec og nize the real pro vi sion for us in our life is through the Holy Spirit, not
go ing back to the gar den of Eden where they could n’t eat from the tree of
life. But rather we walk for ward to the gar den which You have for us now,
to day, where we can, where we can eat of You ev ery sin gle day in ev ery cir -
cum stance that we find our selves in. And YOU bring us life not just by
hang ing in there but one of over com ing. We are to be overcomers. Thank
You, Lord God.

So I proph esy to you this morn ing, that you are to be overcomers. It is
your des tiny. Your smile will bring forth other smiles. Your ex hor ta tion will
bring forth other ex hor ta tions. That your prayers will bring forth more
prayers. In Je sus’ name. Amen.
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